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Medicaid Talking Points

ASK: Please keep the needs of community health centers, their patients, and communities in
mind as you consider changes to the Medicaid program. We stand ready to help ensure Medicaid
is transparent and to work with you to eliminate waste, fraud and abuse.

e HEALTH CENTERS AND MEDICAID: Medicaid is the largest revenue source for
community health centers, community governed, non-profit primary and preventive care
centers that funnel all revenue back into patient care.'

o Care at community health centers is a remarkably effective and efficient use of
Medicaid dollars.

o The Congressional Budget Office found that care provided at community health
centers lowers federal spending for the Medicaid and Medicare populations they
serve and lowers spending in emergency departments, inpatient hospital settings,
and other outpatient services.>

e BOOST THE ECONOMY: Medicaid has been shown to boost the economy and job
creation. For example, Medicaid expansion lessens the burden of uncompensated care at
hospitals and helps keep hospitals from closing, saving jobs and local economies. *

e MAKE AMERICA HEALTHY AGAIN: As we look to Make America Healthy Again,
Medicaid is one of the best tools we have. Medicaid improves health outcomes, prevents
premature deaths, and reduces medical debt and the likelihood of catastrophic medical
costs.*

e LOWER COSTS FOR WORKING FAMILIES: Medicaid is the safety net for many
working families who might otherwise be forced to forgo care entirely and then end up in
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the emergency room, the costliest form of care. Without Medicaid, many working
families are forced to choose between costly medications or necessities like groceries for
their family.

PROTECT RURAL AMERICA: Adults and children in small towns and rural areas are
more likely than those living in metro areas to rely on Medicaid/CHIP for their health
insurance.
o Medicaid expansion in particular improved access to behavioral health and
preventive care at community health centers in rural areas.
o Without Medicaid, health care and the economy in rural areas would suffer.
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